The two-faced Marginal Sea Ice Zone:
A physical characterization
and the link to biology
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INTRODUCTION

The marginal sea ice zone (MIZ) is a very dynamic and active area. In addition, the MIZ is biologically important due to an intense spring primary production bloom,
which is an important carbon source for the marine food web. Here we present data collected in the Antarctic MIZ during a ship-based expedition to the Eastern
Weddell Sea. The work aims to characterize the physical environment of the MIZ and identify the possible environmental drivers of ecological processes.
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under-ice spectral radiation, ice thickness, ice o in the western stations (Fig. 6).
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